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ch't, which hiterally means air Ch'i 15 1n the air, butit1s

not the air nor one of its chemical componets We may consider
1t as the life giving principle or vital cosmc force

(Hu, CN 1988)
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"These realms are often found 1n a wider circle of a "Great
spint,” and this divine entity 1s 1n some cultures preceded and

embraced by Great Grandmother Space, a pnmordial emptiness
that gives birth to all phenomena "

(Joan Hahfax, 1987)
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" the fundamental factor 1n rehgion 1s not belief or thought,
1t 1s rather intuition or feeling - the sense of the ‘numinous,’ the
awe nspinng, the Transcendent

(R Otto, 1920)
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"Through the process of suffering, dismemberment, and
death, the mythic world opens up and a mystical union occures
with a sacred order of being that ushers the initiate into worlds
far beyond the local boundanes of the profane world she knew
sowell  The arm of this journey is to affect self healing, gain
wisdom and empowerment, and return to the community 4s a
new person, a healed person, more whole than before "

(Karen Berggren, 1998)
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the supra concious expenence which charactenstic of
all developed mysticism, in which the distinction between known
and unknown s transcended and man 1s thus hfted into the umon
with the infinite

(Sidney Spencer 1963, 20)
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"Each of the South-East Asian cultures adapted the Indian forms

according to its own particular character, for their art was not a
slavish imitation but geninely creative (Paul Hamlyn 1967)
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the composition of a new vast canoniacal literature of
Tantras, which are secret documents destined only for a chosen few
who are properly initiated by a Guru, or teacher, and which are phrased
in a deliberately mysterious and ambiguous language, meaningless n
itself without the oral explanations of a teacher who had been properly
inttiated nto its secrets The secret has been well kept and although
thousands of Tantras are still extant, modern scholars seldom have a
clue to their meaning, party because, hypnotized by the "Scientific”
assumptions of their own age, they have little sympathy with magical
modes of thinking
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the Tantric authors no longer link their scriptures with

Sakyamuni
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the Tantric authors no longer link their scripture with

Sakyamuni, but frankly assign them to some mythical Buddha, who
1s said to have preached them at some remote and distant past

(Edward Conze 1980)
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The 1deal of Vajrayana has been summed up as follows "1

am of the adamantine nature, which i1s Sunyata, and 'all the dharmas

are of the adamantine nature, ] am also of the adamanntine nature,

The fundamental principle of Vajrayana 1s thus based on the void
nature 1n the name of vayra which 1s synonymous with the Sunyata

principle (Gayatri1 Sen Majumdar 1983)
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Sahajayana's approach to Reality 1s intuitive and not
intellectual The distinctness principle of Sahajayana 1s therefore the
substation of ntellect by intuition In other words, the adherents of
Sahajayana look upon Man not only as an intellectual being, but also

as an emotional one and tend to emphasize that the emotitive
meaning of anything whatsoever 1s of greatier importance for
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moulding the life of an individual than its mere intellectual connotation
They are not inclined therefore to destroy the sex passions or subdue
any human nstincts, but they try to sublimate them To them any
sort of suppression of natural propensities 1n human beings or the
identity of Reality and Appearance Sahajayas, therefore, try to realise
the secret truth (tattva) by transforming and sublimating the inform
propensities of human character, including the sex impulses (Gaytr

Sen Majumdar 1983,106)
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The people of China have a facility for comprehending Truth
mntuitively  The Hindus, on the other hand, have a facility for ac-
quinng learning, but difficulty comperhending Truth intuitive

(Edward Conze 1980,70)
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